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RECOMMENDATION OF THIS WORK. 


As far as I have seen of this work, I think it will be very ac- 
ceptable to Native Christians, and I therefore recommend it. 


(Signed) T. BROTHERTON, 


May 26th, 1857. 
Judging from the Prospectus and one or two specimens of the 


proposed Poems shown me, I think it is a desirable work and likely 
to interest and to do good to many in this country and therefore 
trust the zealous author may meet with every encouragement in 


prosecuting the design. 


(Signed) JOHN BILDERBECK. 
Madras, 23rd July, 1857, 
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A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE AUTHOR. 


BEFORE proceeding to lay before the Public my Sacred and 
Religious Poems, I think a short account of my past history would 
not be unatceptable to the reader, to show what difficulties and 
hardships I had to overcome and also to prevent any severe criticism 
on my humble efforts, as I do not pretend to any Scholarship. 


My Parents were natives of a Village near Chengee, a Fort and 
Town of the District of South Arcot, and of Roman Catholic pro- 
fession. In the disturbances of Hyder Alley, they were obliged 
to forsake their native place and seek protection under one Captain 
Flint, with whom they travelled into different parts of the Country 
and at last arrived at Madras where I was born and baptised in the 
Roman Catholic Church at St. Thomé. About a year after my birth, 
my parents proceeded, along with the British forces, to Assaye, in the 
memorable battle of which I had the misfortane of losing both my 
parents. I was then but 18 months old, and had it not been for the 
kind protection of some British Officers, I do not know what would 
have become of me. But by the blessing of God, I was kindly 
taken care of by these humane and charitable Officers and subsequent- 
ly admitted into their domestic service. - 


The above particulars, of course, I do not recollect, being then — 
too young, but they were subsequently related to me by two of my 
benefactors, Captain Ross of H. M. 89th Regiment and Col. H. C. 
Dickinson of H. M. 34th Regiment. The former taught me how to 
earn my bread and the latter, about 15 years after the death of my 
father, was the means of enabling me to recover from Government 
some money belonging to my father. These two Gentlemen I always 
looked upon and regarded as my only parents. 

My Pevellecuion reaches only so far back as that neried when 
Governor Barlow departed these shores for his native country. Then, 
I think, I was about 9 or 10 years of age, and though well protected 
and taken care of by the above mentioned benefactor Col. Dickinson, 
still I was unable to read or write. Though the situation I held 
under these Gentlemen was that of a menial, still it was one of 
trust and responsibility ; and I much felt the inconvenience arising 
from my not being able to read and write. In consequence of which, 
during my leisure hours, I used to apply to the servants below me, 
‘hrowing all delicacy aside, to teach mc to read my mother tongue 
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which, they taught me very imperfectly ; and the little knowledge 
I now possess in Tamil is almost entirely, self-taught. Subsequent- 
ly when, by the kind recommendation of Mrs. Sim, I was 
employed under J. M. Strachan, Esq., Mrs. Strachan took the 
trouble to teach me to read a little English. On the departure of Mr. 
Strachan, by his kind recommendation, I was taken into the service 
of John Goldingham, Esq. Whilst in this Gentleman’s service I got 
married and Mr. and Mrs. Goldingham, who were very kind to me, 
bestowed on me some pecuniary assistance not only for my mar- 
riage but also to travel down to Madras when severely attacked with 
Ague and Fever in the Tanjore District, where Mr. Goldingham 
was then the Collector. Subsequently when, by the recommenda- 
tion of the Rev. J. Ridsdale, I was employed, under J. 8. Hall, Esq., 
of the Firm of Messrs. Hall, Bainbridge and Co., Mrs. Hall, was 
kind enough to teach me to write English. Whilst under Major 
M. J. Rowlandson, he and Mrs. Rowlandson taught me a little 
Arithmetic. In this manner, for the little knowledge I possess in 
English, I am entirely indebted to my European benefactors, and I 
take this opportunity of publicly returning them my grateful thanks. 


By the kind recommendation of T. M. Lane, Esq., I was also 
under the Bishop of Calcutta, The Right Reverend Daniel Wilson, 
D. D., as will be seen by the annexed Certificate. 


The bearer “ Cenjee Thomas” having begged of me a Testimo- 
nial, I have much pleasure in giving him this to state that I have 
known him for a long time past as a regular attendant at the Church 
Mission Chapel,—he is a respectable person and was at one period 
also in the service of the Bishop of Calcutta, during one of his Lord- 
ship’s earlier visits to this Presidency. He has likewise been in the 
employ of various other gentlemen of standing in Society and of 
eminent worth in the Christian Church and has thus acquired a great 
deal of knowledge and practical experience which will always fit 
him to fill with efficiency and credit any post with which he may be 
entrusted. 


e@ 
(Signed) JOHN BILDERBECK, 


Manpras, : Missionary, 
4th March, 1857. Church Missionary Society. 


In the year 1819, by the reading of the Scriptures and by the 
kind and paternal instructions of Dr. Rottler and other Missionaries, 
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I embraced the Protestant Faith. Since when I enjoyed peace 
and tranquillity of mind up to 1848 when my tranquillity was dis- 
turbed by the confidence and affection I placed in a friend, which 
was subsequently pacified by the wise and judicious consolations of 
a Missionary. 

For the last. 9 years I have been unemployed and rather than 
waste my time idly, as [ am sorry to say many of my countrymen 
do, I employed myself in composing these Sacred Songs for the 
amusement of myself and family, and little expected they would 
eome to public light. At the particular request of some friends, who 
heard these songs recited in my house, I have been induced to lay 
them before the public, and I beg the Charitable Public will, bear- 
ing in mind that I am a Self-taught Tamil Scholar and that my ac- 
quirement in that language is very limited, will not too severely 
criticise my unpresuming production. 


In conclusion I respectfully beg to return my grateful thanks to 
the many Gentlemen who have kindly subscribed to this work. 


C. T. 
MADRAS, 
Ist January, 1858. 


THE INDEX OF POEMS 
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OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS. 
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OLp TESTAMENT. 
Page. 
Ist —Invoking the gift of the Holy Ghost...........050 ee 0 
2d.—The Triune God, whose Spirit moved: on the face “of the cee 
collected in the bottomless pit of the Universe, created Adam 
_ and Eve in his own likeness. Satan who witnessed the Glory 
attending their existance by abiding to the mandates of God, 
through envy, with a view of injuring them and to effect his 
purposes, made use of the Serpent as a rod, the fruit asa bait, 
and his words of flattery as a hook and i in these three fold forms 
of the Hindu Triad, not only defiled the first human beings, but 
also has exposed the whole of their descendants to be cursed ; 
but by the son of God mankind are redeemed. Gen. ch. I ver. 2. ae 
ch. III. ver. 4.- 6 We laws Se wisn seb 0 We w dele oe.oSaese'ece err eee 5 
3d.— Abraham perceiving eee angels approaching in be hes of ne 
day, runs to meet them ; and after supplying them with water 
to wash their feet and ravine them to rest themselves under 
the tree, supplies them with calf’s meat, bread and milk. Abra- 
ham receives the promise of ason with wonder and astonishment, 
as he never expected it and his wife is rebuked for laughing at 
the strange promise. Gen. ch. XVIII...... Weve eeeedwa 12 
4th.—Lot entertaineth the Angels come to destroy Sodom and Gomor- 
rah. Some of the vicious people of the -place are struck with 
blindness. Lot enters Zoar. Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed 
by fire and brimstone. Gen. ch. XIX.1. 23.—29..,,,.......0... 13 
5th.—Joseph to preserve his chastity, resisteth the wicked temptations 
of Potiphar’s wife. Gen. ch. XX XIX. 9—18...... 0.0... cccccoeee 15 
6th.—God speaketh to Moses from the burning bush ; He sendeth ten 
plagues on the Egyptians and by the power of his aa hand 


redeemeth the Israelites from bondage. Hx. ch, III. 2.. 17 
7th. —The Israelites after crossing the Red — offer a of praise ve 
the Lord. Hz. ch. XV. 20.. shed ReeaeUnsscrtieuwesscuasseinees: 20 


8th.— For want of water the Tesla murmur meee Moses. Ex. ds 


XY. 23, eeoessecesende CaP egasegtc eo meee eeenegeeseeeet oe FO oeneege 0-0 8 22 
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9th.—The Israelites from ingratitude, murmur for want of flesh and 
express a wish they had never left Egypt. Ew. ch. XVI. 2. 3. 
Num. ch. XI. 4—4.. ceecccones eo eee 

1Oth.— Moses sends 12 men, heads of the abilaren of Tatas in search 
of the land of Canaan ; they return with a cluster of Grapes and 
two of them give a good account of the place. Num. ch. XIII. 
17—B0......s0cec0 ooeres smisiaerwiate! fara Meanie: ae 

lith.—But the others spread an evil Fenott of ‘the land, mad aes up the 
Israelites to murmur against Moses. ver. 31.. 

12th.—The Israelites on hearing the evil report of the land, purpose 6 
appoint a Captain and return to Egypt; and they weep the 
whole night through. Mum. ch. XIV.. ee 

18th.—Caleb and Joshua seeing Moses and heron fall on their Faése 
before the Israelites, rend their clothes; and entering into the 
midst of the people speak comfort to them. Num: ch. XIV. 5—9. 

14th.—The Israelites alas out of the wilderness of Sinai. wm. ch. 


X. 11—33... gasaseaccees adeieateees Soca 
1$5th.—The return of the Sie sent oy I ie és spy - ericho. ae 
ch. II.. egeeseee soe ie oe i eer ee 


16th.—The arrogance of Goliath ‘the a. 1. Sam. ae XVII. 42...... 
17th.— The shepherd David slayeth him. 1. Sam. ch. XVII. 49....++00. 
18th.—Saul is jealous at the song of victory sung by the women on 
David’s slaughter of the giant, Ist Sam. ch. XVIII. 6......... 
19th.—The Amalekite, who brought tidings of the overthrow, and 
accused himself of Saul’s death, is slain; and David lamenteth 
Saul and Jonathan with asong. 2nd. Sam. ch. T. 17 .seccesesees 
20th.—On the Temple built by King Salomon. 1. Kings. ch. VI: 7.. 
Zlst.—By the good tidings of the 4 Lepers, the distress of a ers 
tans is removed. 2. Kings. ch. VII. 3.. gg Waseinan eer Gacoabens 


New TestTaMEnt. 


22nd.—On the coming of God asaman, in the mies of sao tucie 
Luke, ch. Tesevns saaeeers 


23rd.— On the coming of “the “Pritiie. God aia nana as a 


Physician, Matt. IX: 12.. sents eee 
24th.—On the blissfull state of mankind’ _ oe coming or Tes esus 5 Christ 
as aman Matt. II. Isa. XI. Jere. XXXI. 29.. seaesemesaaes 


- 25th.—On the coming of the promise of God as 4 man on naneaaat a 


Adam’s cries, Gem. IIT. 16,1. Sohn, LLL. S-sssessvseecsecnesers 
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Page. 
26th.—On the dream of Pilate’s wife ee the hein of Christ. 
Matt. XXVII. 19.. “ia 53 
27th.—On the weeping, lamentation and ae of breasts oe the 
women and others who witnessed the death, on the Cross, of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Matt. XXVII. 55. ens XV. 40. 
Luke, XXYII. 27, 48. 49...sseessseeescrees sdousspaneieamusouideree: (6 
28th.—On the Crucifixion death and interment of Jesus Christ. 
Matt, XXVITI. 29.. ee rere ee eeeee ceatenes seccesene 56 
29th.—Magdalene, on not finding the body of Christ in the Sepulchre, 
mistaking those who were there for the gardeners enquires and 
weeps. Mark, XVI. 9......0.. scewas senecubedave® otadcsnvieahevedeis 58 
30th.—Thomas, who disbelieved the statement of the Disciples with 
regard to the Resurrection of Christ, on seeing him face to face, 
acknowledges his disbelief and becomes a believer. John, XX. 24. 59 
31st.—On the Parable of the five foolish Virgins. Matt. XXV.5...... 6L 
32nd.—The footsteps of Jesus Christ are the only ways of bliss to 
sinners. John, XIV. G....seceee aisleitnsins'e's Otise's S-abeaseed sce adends a. 62 
33rd.—Christ alone is comfort to the comfortless. John, VI. 68...... 63 
34th.—OF all blessings, Christ is the greatest. Matt. V. 11............ 64 
3oth.—Poetical conversation between the Church and its Teachers 
‘ regarding Christ. (Songs of Salomon.) 1. 3.. 65 
36th. —Conversation between Christ and the Church. Matt. ‘IV. ‘15.. 67 
37th,—Regarding the remembrance of some Sacred Fexts or conversa- 
tion between the Soul and Mind...............cccesecceeer treetvessese 69 
38th.—On false Preachers, Belly Christians and others. Luke, X. 31... 7 


39th.—The WN sii eco eben 5 Jee Chee hh elite a TS eee oe ae i 


40th.—The out-castes, with a view of preserving their (so called Caste: 
which originated from the crafts of the Angels who. kept not 
their first estate, Jude, 6.) had a Monster meeting in oppositon 
to Christ and the labourers in his vineyard ; but now many of 
them by returning to their original caste of Adam, are destroying 
the prejudices of Caste, which is the foundation of all evil. 
Psalms. I[...0+. Teen e eee renee ees Bese ENeeee eee e eee eee EEE teEe elses sss eegsc, 

41st.—On Christians, by their love, drawing their countrymen to the 
Lord. Acts, TIL, 26.....,....:scescceee ssesscccessecccerses ce, Tre 
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